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School Newsletter
December 2020
December 2020
This autumn term has been different from any other! However, the children, staff and our
parents have been amazing. The school has been an oasis of calm despite a turbulent year. The
children have had a full programme of activities during this festive period and have really
enjoyed Advent. They continue to go from strength to strength.
The festive season may not be the one we had all hoped for but it will be a break and hopefully
one that brings some time to rest and recovery. We wish you all a happy and peaceful
Christmas.
All the staff wish to thank you for your tremendous support and many kindnesses. Keep up the
good work!
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Mr Brannigan

Reception 2021 applications
A reminder that if you are looking for a place for your child in Reception 2021, please remember to
apply to Surrey County Council Admissions and provide us with a completed Supplementary
Information Form for 2021-22 by 15th January 2021. For more details, please visit page 13 of the
newsletter.

Congratulations!
A very well done to Barney Davies in Year 5 (St Mary Class) who has
completed a 20 mile run for Elmbridge Foodbank and the Molesey Night
Shelter. Each morning before school last week, Barney woke up early
each morning and completed a proportion of the run.
Barney has raised a massive £645! What an incredible achievement well done Barney, next stop the London marathon!
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Elf Run
This month, all children participated in the Elf run raising a
fantastic £355 for the Princess Alice Hospice.
Congratulations to all the children on this wonderful team
effort, we are very proud of you.
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Reading Karate
Our Reading Karate has started up again and it is
lovely to see the children so enthusiastic about it.
It is important that we never underestimate the
importance of reading and especially children
reading with their parents.
On our website we have added new reading lists
for this academic year. We have stocked our class
libraries with a copy of all of these books so the
children can access them as we know that getting
to the local library is difficult at this time. We love
to see the excitement on the children’s faces when
a new delivery of books arrive.
We would like to remind you all of the importance
of your children reading and also the importance
of you reading together. Children are never too old
for that bedtime story!
Each month we will be posting an optional reading
challenge onto Google Classroom for the children
to get involved in. We hope to encourage and
foster a love of reading through these mini
challenges.

This December we are joining in with the Winter
Mini Challenge! This year, “Everyone is a Hero”! The
Winter Mini Challenge is all about discovering
heroes big and small, by reading brilliant books!
Taking part in the Winter Mini Challenge is simple:
all you have to do is read at least three books
before Friday 15 January 2021.
Once you’ve read a book, add it to your website
profile and write a review to let everyone know
what you thought. Add 3 books (or more) to
complete the Winter Mini Challenge and become
a Reading Hero! There’s a brand new certificate
AND a limited edition virtual badge for every
Reading Hero who completes the Mini Challenge.
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Mini Vinnies
On Friday 4th December, St. Alban’s Mini Vinnies participated in their inauguration service. In this
ceremony, all the Mini Vinnies read the Mini Vinnie prayer and also took the Mini Vinnie pledge. Mr
Brannigan conducted a special conference with the children and explained the importance of
their role in supporting the spiritual life of the school. He went on to give each member a head
teacher’s sticker for all their hard work!

Year 3 Mini Vinnies

Year 4 Mini Vinnies

Year 5 Mini Vinnies

Year 6 Mini Vinnies

The Mini Vinnies were also given a blessing from Fr Richard, who joined the ceremony virtually
and spoke to the children about the origins of Mini Vinnies and discussed about the St. Vincent
De Paul society. As for now, our Mini Vinnies are raring to go and would like to encourage the
junior school children to write letters and cards to the residents of Beauchamp Court care home
and upload these virtually to Google Classroom.
Mr Brannigan holding a meeting with the Mini Vinnies – socially distanced in their bubble and
hearing their ideas.

Beauchamp Road, East Molesey, Surrey KT8 2PG

T: 020 8979 5893

E: admin@stalbans.surrey.sch.uk

St. Alban’s is an Outstanding Catholic School

5

December highlights by school year

Reception year
December has been a busy time
for us in Reception, we have been
enjoying getting ready for
Christmas and filming our virtual
advent calendar, it was so much
fun! The children enjoyed dressing
up and making Christmas crafts
too.

In maths we have been playing lots
of number games. We have been
looking at the value of numbers
and representing them in different
ways. We have started to use
number sentences to add numbers
together. We have also been
playing shops with 1p coins to count
out the correct amount of money
for things we would like to buy.

The children have loved learning
about Cinderella and Jack and the
Beanstalk. We have been making
finger puppets to retell the story.
The children have been great at
taking turns when playing different
characters. It is so lovely to see the
children’s love of books grow as
they often independently choose to
go into the book corner and look at
books together.
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Year 1
Year 1 have had a wonderful December. In RE we have been learning all about ‘waiting’ and the
meaning of Advent. As a class we created an advent calendar with acts of kindness behind
every door. We learnt that the true meaning of Christmas is all about Jesus and his birth. We
had lots of fun retelling the Nativity story through role-play.

In Art we have planned and created silhouette pictures that we are extremely proud of! We had
to paint the background one week and then the following week we cut out our silhouettes for
the foreground.

We loved our Christmas jumper day and class party!
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Year 2
Year 2 have been learning about the Great Fire of London, with children enjoying a virtual drama
workshop on their topic, as well as opportunities to act out parts of the story of the fire, and to
look at evidence that gives us an understanding of the events over 350 years ago.
In a linked DT activity, all children in year 2 designed and made a puppet, with the design brief
that this could be used to help teach younger children about fire safety. For many it was the first
time that they had attempted to sew, and there was great excitement as they saw how their
puppets were coming together.
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Year 3
This month Year 3 have been enjoying our fitness topic in PE. The children have been creating
their own fitness routines and learning how to get their hearts pumping as fast as possible!
In Maths, the children have been working very hard on their multiplication and division skills.
They have enjoyed challenging themselves and working mathematically to solve challenges.
In Science, Year 3 have been focusing on the human body. There have been two great helpers
with this subject, known as Sid and Stanley the Skeletons. The children have collected their own
data and created their own graphs to show their data.
We have concentrated on the different types of joints and the ligaments within the body. The
children made models using straws and string to recreate the ligaments in the hand.
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Year 4
Throughout December the children in Year
4 have been working hard on a range of
topics.
The children really enjoyed preparing their
Virtual Advent Calendar contributions and
worked hard to learn all of their lines and
the words to ‘It was on a Starry Night’. We
hope that you all enjoy watching it at
home!
Our RE learning has been all about Advent
and we have looked at the meaning of the
word. We have learnt that it comes from
the Latin word ‘Adventus’ which means
coming. The children have been writing
their own Advent prayers and promises,
thinking about how they can ensure they
are ready for this special time of year.
In English the children have continued to write non-fiction texts about the rainforest. They have
written wonderful diary entries as a character from the book, ‘The Great Kapok Tree’. Also, they
have been learning how to write poems using similes and metaphors. They have created their
own fantastic poems describing a person and themselves.
We have been continuing our learning on rainforests and thinking about the people who live
near the Amazon Rainforest. We have thought about what their lives are like in comparison to
our own.
On Friday 11th December, everyone enjoyed wearing their Christmas jumpers to school and
raising money for Save the Children.
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Year 5
This term, Year 5 have been learning about musical notation and on Wednesday 3rd December
we performed the song ‘The Gift of the Nile’ using glockenspiels. It was a challenge to play in
time to the rest of the instruments in the song, but using their improved understand of note
length and tempo, the children produced an excellent rendition of the song and are looking
forward to composing their own piece of Egyptian music in the last week of term.

This half term, we have been using Micro Bits to create our own codes. On December 1st, we
created codes that programmed our Micro bits to make faces that represented different
emotions. The children were able to independently create a range of emotions and used
fantastic computing skills.
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Year 6
This month has been incredibly busy for St. Mother Teresa class, with lots of hard work. This term,
the children have enjoyed creating and designing blog posts to encourage tourists to visit
Greece! As part of Year 6’s Geography classes, they have been looking at both the human and
physical Geography of Greece. They have also learnt about lines of latitude, lines of longitude,
the equator and the prime meridian.
In Design & Technology, Year 6’s automata toys have began to take shape! Have a look at our
creations so far!

In Science, the children have been designing experiments to prove that light travels in straight
lines. They were given a range of materials and equipment and had to come up with how to
prove that light travels in straight lines. Take a look at them in action!

As part of our virtual Advent calendar, the girls in St. Mother Teresa class choreographed a dance
routine to the Christmas carol ‘In the bleak midwinter’. We also enjoyed listening to Oliver
Dudek’s piano solo of the carol and Evangeline O’Leary’s violin solo. Together we have also had
some lovely class prayer sessions, where the children have led us in worship.
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Green team bird feeders
The Green Team have organised an activity for children to create their own bird feeder using
recycled materials to go in our Wildlife Garden. Although birds will naturally visit any green area,
adding feeders and different food stations will attract more species. In addition, birds do a great
job of controlling weeds and insects as well as pollinating flowers.
Take a look at some of Year 6's creations!
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Information from the school office
Applying for a Reception 2021 place
Please submit your completed 2021-22 Supplementary Information Form to the school office
via email/post/school letterbox, along with any supporting documentation, by 15th January
2021.
In addition to this, you must also apply to Surrey County Council Admissions. Please see their
message below:
Surrey County Council strongly encourage online applications via
https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/eAdmissions/app. If parents are unable to apply online, they will
need to request a paper application form via the Surrey Schools & Childcare Service (0300 200
1004, Mon-Fri 9am-5pm). The completed paper application form must be received by
Admissions (to our Quadrant Court address) by 15 January, so parents must allow time for the
post to reach us. If parents need to apply on paper, we recommend that they send applications
by recorded post.
Full information is available on Surrey's website at www.surreycc.gov.uk/primaryadmissions. The
Surrey Schools & Childcare Service can also provide impartial help in completing an application.
Applications received after the closing date without good reason will be treated as late and will
not be considered until all on time applications have been processed. This may jeopardise the
chance of a parent being offered one of their preferred schools for their child.

Attendance
Important: changes to the Attendance Policy
Important changes have been made to the Attendance Policy. Please can we ask all parents and
carers to read the updated Attendance Policy which can be found in the Policies section of our
website: https://www.stalbans.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Policies&pid=21. In particular, please can
we draw your attention to Section 10 Covid-19. Also, Section 4.1 regarding the requirement to
inform the school of your child’s absence by 10am each day.
Request for Leave of Absence during term time
We expect that parents/carers will book their family holidays within the school holiday dates. If a
holiday is taken without prior authorisation of the school, it will be recorded as an unauthorised
absence and the Education Welfare Service will be informed. A penalty notice may be issued to
the parents/carers. The issuing of a penalty notice for unauthorised leave of absence may be
considered appropriate in the following circumstances: Unauthorised leave of absence in term
time (5-10 sessions or more within a 3 month period) taken without the authorisation of the
school. This need not be consecutive. Please see our Attendance Policy on the school website for
more information. If exceptional circumstances arise and a family needs to request ‘leave of
absence’ in term time then an ‘Application for Leave of absence for exceptional circumstances’
must be completed (at least 2 weeks’ notice should be given). This form can be obtained from
the school website or school office.
Explaining absence
Please note that Mrs Byrne (Attendance Officer) will now only be chasing Parents/Carers for a
maximum of 1 week following an unexplained absence, after which time it will be put down as an
unauthorised absence for your child. Please can you ensure that you email the office the reason
for your child's absence as soon as possible to avoid you being contacted by the school office to
explain their absence. Please see attached document.
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Key staff teams
A reminder of our key SLT, SEN and DSL members.
Senior Leadership Team
Mr M Brannigan
Mrs C Martin
Miss C Clarke
Mrs A Mettrick
Miss E Daly

Headteacher
Acting Deputy Headteacher
Assistant Headteacher
SLT
SLT

Safeguarding Team
Miss C Clarke
Mrs C Martin
Mrs A Mettrick
Mr M Brannigan

Designated DSL Lead
DSL
DSL
DSL
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SEN Team
Mrs C Martin
Miss S Alston
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