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School Newsletter
Autumn Term 1 2020
Autumn Term 1
Thank you for all our messages of support, the staff and I really appreciate all of your kind words.
A special welcome to all our new Reception children who have settled into life at St Alban’s so
quickly. Well done!
We are thrilled that our playground extension is well underway and hope to send you some
photographs in the next newsletter.
I know together we will rise to the challenge to make this another successful year. Thank you for
your continued support, you have been wonderful!
Mr Brannigan

First week prayer
Thank you to Alessandro Castellani-Perera and Judy Elshaer from Year 2 for our First week prayer.
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September highlights
Reception year
Reception have settled into school life beautifully. They have been making lots of new friends
and enjoying a range of activities, including number hunts, talking about ourselves and learning
lots of new sounds. They have really enjoyed exploring and using our outdoor learning
environment and are learning to share, take turns and listen carefully to others.

Well done
Reception!
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Year 1
In science, we have been exploring our senses within the Animals, including humans topic. We
used our sense of smell to describe vinegar, our sense of touch to describe the feel of a pompom and our sense of taste to describe some fruit that we tasted.
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Year 2
Across the school children enjoyed taking part in Cafod's National assembly "The World we
Want". In the online assembly, children were encouraged to reflect on all the changes of the
last few months, and to think of changes that they would like to see in the world. Year two
children created their own responses, and it was good to see the children thinking about big
world issues with compassion and insight.
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Year 3
In Year 3 our History topic is the Stone Age. In September, we engaged the children with this new
topic by using a discovery box that was filled with lots of Stone Age items, such as a flint arrow
head and pieces of antler. The children thoroughly enjoyed seeing these items and discussing
what they were used for.

In Science the children have been very involved in our topic of Rocks. We have looked at the
different types of rocks and how they were formed and other physical properties. There were
some fantastic discussions about different types of rocks and their uses. We also tested to see if
the rocks were permeable or impermeable. The children in both classes really enjoyed this
practical activity.
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Year 4
Year 4 have been learning about the digestive system in science.
They made models of the stomach to discover how the acids work to breakdown the food we
eat. They tore up bread and placed it into zip lock bags, which represented the stomach. They
then poured orange juice into the bag to represent the acids. They enjoyed squishing and
squeezing the contents of the stomach to see how food is digested.
Children - how much can you tell your adults at home about the digestive system?
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Year 5
Year 5 have enjoyed spending time in the new Wellbeing Garden. As the Year 5 Science topic is
'Living Creatures', we have been researching the life cycles of animals.
During the session, we looked for living creatures and then discussed what stage of their life
cycle they are at and what the future may hold for them.
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Year 6
St. Mother Teresa have had a brilliant start to the beginning of the academic year. September
began with a visit to the wildlife garden, where all the pupils had an opportunity to reflect upon
their hopes and expectations for the year ahead. Together, the children discussed their class
saint (St. Mother Teresa) and the values and beliefs she stood for. They also discussed the
importance of the mission statement and how we must all aim to grow in faith together as a
school family.

We have enjoyed reading their guided reading novel ‘The Girl of Ink and Stars’ and have
had the opportunity to write their own legends relating to the adventure story. It is strongly
encouraged that now the children are in Year 6, they are to be regularly reading
independently.
In Science, we have been looking at the classification system and the work of Carl
Linnaeus. To investigate how microorganisms (fungi) responded to different environments,
the class predicted which conditions the yeast would respire – causing it to rise. Below are
images of our experiment.

Before the experiment
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St. Mother Teresa have also enjoyed creating beautiful zentangle patterns which are a great form
of mindfulness. Take a look at some of our creations!
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Lockdown reflections
Earlier this year, schools were closed as the country was put into lockdown. During this time, we
pulled together to continue learning and we are so proud of all the children for their resilience.
Our Year 5 children even worked together to produce their own newsletter, bursting at the seams
with stories, photos and ideas. Here we reflect on some of those moments and the various life
skills we learnt during this time.
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Black History Month
This month, pupils across KS1 & KS2 have been celebrating Black History Month within their Music
lessons. Inspired by the BBC4 documentary 'Black Classical Musicians: The Forgotten History' each
year group was tasked with exploring the works of a specific classical composer.
The composers included:
• Year 6: Samuel Coleridge-Taylor
• Year 5: John Blank
• Year 4: Joseph Boulogne, Chevalier de Saint-Georges
• Year 3: Ignatius Sancho
• Year 2: Shirley Thompson
• Year 1: Scott Joplin
Within Music lessons, pupils have had an opportunity to appreciate different compositions and
have had a chance to reflect upon the legacy of each classical composer.
The project has been an excellent opportunity to expose pupils to an array of different types of
music and help shape their values.
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Head Boy & Girl
We are pleased to announce that Lucy Armstrong and Oliver Dudek are our new Head Girl and
Head Boy!

The head boy and girl this year have been selected by the school leadership team based on
the applications received. They will be leading the team of prefects to ensure that all roles and
responsibilities are undertaken effectively. They will also sit on the school parliament and help
with all of the projects which the school parliament takes on. Later in the year they will take a
lead on school tours and greeting visitors to our school.

Beauchamp Road, East Molesey, Surrey KT8 2PG

T: 020 8979 5893

E: admin@stalbans.surrey.sch.uk

St. Alban’s is an Outstanding Catholic School

13

School Parliament
The new school parliament members have been elected and announced:
Year 3 St Paul

Sebastian Marszalek & Sophia De Paula

Year 3 St Elizabeth Ann Seton

Cristian Buttaci & Elise Narcisi

Year 4 St Clare of Assisi

Eloise Withers & Marco Haine

Year 4 St Josephine

Bianka Marszalek & Oscar Davies

Year 5 St John the Baptist

Tia Bance & Felix King

Year 5 St Mary Magdalene

Henry Robbens & Aiza Bhat

Year 6 St Teresa

George Cooper & Orla Waters

Key aims and objectives for the year:
• Our School Curriculum
• Our School Environment
• Community and Fundraising
• Health, Sport and Recreation
• Mental health and well-being
The School Parliament is made of a selection of children from KS2 who are elected to
represent the views of all pupils and to improve the school.
A key part of their role of the school parliament is to support pupils to understand that their
opinion is of value, that their voices should be heard, and that their suggestions have
merit. They help them to learn how to communicate effectively and show them how to
develop skills that will remain with them throughout their lives.
Everyone at St Alban’s is passionate about pupil voice and recognises the importance of an
effective school parliament which represents the views of all children and supports school
improvement and development.
The school parliament works as a team and meets regularly to discuss the key objectives and
progress made towards these.
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Eco Team
We are pleased to announce our Eco Team:
The team that will be leading the way to our Eco Award are:
Year 3 St Paul

Harrison Edwards and Emilia Leahy

Year 3 St Elizabeth Ann Seton

Adam Rawlinson and Olivia Shitta

Year 4 St Clare of Assisi

Jensen Harris and Casiana Valentina-Zarafea

Year 4 St Josephine

Jessica Tanner and Amber Hoar

Year 5 St John the Baptist

Leane Knoetze and George Patton

Year 5 St Mary Magdalene

Cecilia Keane and Nicole Egginton

Year 6 St Teresa

Lucy Armstrong, Callum & William Davies,
Poppy Blackhurst

The responsibilities of the green team will include things like:
• Gardening in our veg plots and planters
• Researching and putting forward new 'green' ideas
• Leading on new green projects as they come up
• Being ambassadors for eco-awareness and setting a good example for others.
This year we will have a member of the Green Team sit on the School Parliament so that ideas
can be shared easily across both teams.
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Key contacts
A word from the Governors
It has been so good to see all of our pupils returning happily to school this September. As a
Governing body, we continue to work closely with Mr Brannigan and the Senior Leadership
Team at St Alban's to ensure that this is being done as safely as possible whilst providing our
children with a secure and happy environment and an outstanding education. We are proud
of the way our children have settled back into school life and of the support that you as
parents have shown the school throughout these past months. We are extremely thankful to
all staff for their hard work and dedication and willingness to adapt in these difficult
circumstances. The most encouraging thing of all is that our school is continuing to move
forward with a fantastic and well thought-out curriculum and exciting new projects. Hopefully
you will all have had an opportunity to see the beautiful new wildlife garden that was
completed last term and work has now begun on the new trim trail playground extension that
you have provided through the Governor's Fund.
In times of adversity, our school community has continued to shine. We pray for our health
and happiness in the coming months and that our school family at St Alban's will continue to
Lead the Way.
To find out more about the Governors at St Alban's, please look at the school website.
Polly Narcisi Chair of Governors

Key staff teams
For our new parents, we would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to our key SLT, SEN
and DSL members.
Senior Leadership Team
Mr M Brannigan
Mrs C Martin
Miss C Clarke
Mrs A Mettrick
Miss E Daly

Headteacher
Acting Deputy Headteacher
Assistant Headteacher
SLT
SLT

SEN Team
Mrs C Martin
Miss S Alston

SENCO
SEN Consultant

Safeguarding Team
Miss C Clarke
Mrs C Martin
Mrs A Mettrick
Mr M Brannigan

Designated DSL Lead
DSL
DSL
DSL
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Information from the school office
School dinners
Please can we ask parents to book school dinners at least half a term in advance on SCOPAY.
Please note that you can already book school dinners right through to the end of the school
year (and are able to go back to make changes if required) and booking well in advance would
help us greatly in our forward planning.
Many thanks.

Earrings
Please note that jewellery is not to be worn at any time. Children with pierced ears should have
their earrings removed before they come to school. Staff members are not permitted to
remove children’s earrings. Any parents wishing to have their children’s ears pierced are asked
to have this done at the beginning of the summer holidays so that earrings can then be left out
when returning to school in September.

Secondary school admissions
Year 6 parents/carers please note that the secondary school online admissions system is now
open. The deadline for applications is 31st October 2020 but it recommended to submit your
application by Friday 23rd October 2020 (before half term). Applying on time gives you a better
chance of getting one of your preferred schools.
The quickest and easiest way to apply for a school place is online at surreycc.gov.uk/admissions.
Once you have submitted your application you will receive a confirmation email.
You can download ParentComms to your mobile device to receive notifications about your
application.
To request a paper application form or other enquiries, you can call 0300 200 1004.
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Food bank donations
We have received a request from Jenny French at East Elmbridge food bank (07963 659864)
to share details of what is currently needed by the food bank.
Items currently needed include: fruit juice and juice boxes, lunch box items, tinned fish, fray
Bentos pies / tinned hot dogs, tinned peas, carrots, potatoes, instant noodles, microwave rice,
tinned fruit, rice pudding and custard and biscuits.
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