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School Newsletter
March 2021
End of Spring term 2
I can hardly believe that Easter is just a few days away!
The children have had an amazing month in school. I'm pleased to report that the children have
settled back into familiar routines and are enjoying their learning with their teachers and friends.
Your children have adjusted and adapted to everything that has come their way in the past 12
months. I am very proud of each and every one of them.
Every member of staff at St. Alban's has been brilliant. They have really looked after the children
putting well-being front and centre to enable a smooth transition, back into school.
I would also like to thank you, the parent community, who despite the frustrations and
inconvenience that lockdown has presented, have conducted yourselves in such a way that has
supported the values and ethos of the school. You have trusted the school to make the right
decisions and as a headteacher your support is hugely appreciated.
I hope you all have a very Happy Easter.
God bless, take care.
Mr Brannigan

March highlights
St Alban’s Great Bake Off!
At the end of lockdown, the whole school were
given the chance to enter the St Alban’s Great
Bake Off. The challenge was to follow a cupcake
recipe and each year was given a colour of the
rainbow and fruit to decorate with. So many
brilliant and creative entries were sent in making
it very difficult to pick a winner! Congratulations
to everyone who took part.

Here are some photos of the winning entries:
KS1: Kuba S -Y1
KS2: Amelia V - Y4
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RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch
During the lockdown many children from all year
groups participated in the RSPB's Big Garden
Birdwatch. This is one of the largest annual Citizen
Science projects in the UK, and the findings give the
RSPB lots of useful information to help protect
different bird populations.
Well done to everyone who made creative bird
feeders, watched patiently and recorded their
results!
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Reception year
Reception have come back to school full of excitement.
The children have bounced into school with big smiles and
have really enjoyed being back with all their friends. We
started the return to school with a lovely welly walk into
our wildlife & well-being garden to see what changes had
taken place whilst we had been away. The children loved
spotting the blossom on the trees and the first signs of
new plants growing. We compared what plants need to
grow with the things that we need to grow and we
discussed new life around spring time and Easter.
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In our maths learning we have been focusing on number bonds for 9 and 10. We have been using
numicom and bead strings to split 10 in different ways and form number sentences. The children
also independently used the magnetic 2D shapes to form 3D shapes. They have really enjoyed
this activity and we have been watching a shape dance song to help us learn some of the 3D
shape names.

Our topic has been under the sea and we have been doing some fantastic water experiments
where the children have been scientists exploring how fish breathe under water and if an egg
will sink or float. We have been enjoying learning about the layers of the ocean and writing and
reading sentences about animals in the sea. The children used bricks and junk modelling to
create submarines to explore under the sea.
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Year 1
Year 1 have had a lovely March settling back into school. In RE we have been learning all about
Lent and why we celebrate Easter. We listened to the words of Joel 2:13 and thought about
ways that we could make changes in our actions and words to have a fresh start. We went
into the wildlife & well-being garden and acted out different scenes using role play.

In Art we have planned and created landscape collages that we are all very proud of! We
used watercolour paints to make the background, middle ground and foreground. We stuck
different materials on to create texture.

In Science we have been carrying out different experiments to test materials. In one of our
experiments we tried to find the best material for Humpty Dumpty to land on which was really
fun – and messy!
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Year 2
Year 2 have come back into school beautifully and should be very proud of themselves!
In RE we have been focusing on Lent and Easter and last week we created our very own Palm
Sunday crosses.

In Computing this half term, we are programming BeeBots. In order to do this we need to be
able to give precise instructions, so the children have worked as a team to try and get their team
members from one side of the playground to the other!
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Year 3
Year 3 have had a fantastic return to school. We have been so impressed with how well they
have all settled back to school. We have been focusing on identifying our emotions using the
zones of regulation. The children had the absolute pleasure of having Natalie Costa working with
them on understanding their emotions and setting up self-regulating strategies to help them
feel 'green' and ready to learn.
This term in Geography, we have been exploring all about Farming. This includes learning about
food miles and understanding how Fairtrade works. The children set up and undertook a debate
as to whether Fairtrade is beneficial. The children got really involved in preparing their argument
and being ready for any rebuttal.
In Science, this term, we have continued with our topic of Plants. We have been focusing on
germination, vascular and non-vascular plants and exploring extraordinary plants and fungi.
The children set up an investigation to explore moss in the school and the conditions under
which it grows best.
This term in DT, the children have been asked to design and create mini greenhouses. Over the
term, we have considered the purpose and function for making mini greenhouses. We have
designed our greenhouses and are in the process of creating our greenhouses with materials
that have been reused and recycled.
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Year 4
Year 4 have made a fantastic start back at school this term. We have been lucky enough to
enjoy some wonderful moments in the wildlife & well-being garden, reflecting on how lucky we
all are to be back at school together.
The children have told us that the best things about being back at school are: seeing their
friends; getting to play football and lots of different games on the school field. The Year 4 team
have been really impressed with all of the hard work that the children have produced both
during lockdown and since returning to school.
Our English learning this month has been focused on the wonderful book Varjak Paw – a story
about a Mesopotamian Blue cat who has great adventures. Through our learning we have been
inspired to write descriptive narratives, comparative reports and poems using collective nouns.
For science the children have been finding out how sound is created and how we can hear
sound. We have used musical instruments to explore how sounds are created and we have
made string and cup telephones to find out more about how sounds travel.

In computing the children developed their coding and programming skills and have made
computer games using Scratch.
We've all really enjoyed preparing our class poems about lent for the Easter video.
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Year 5
This half term, Year 5 have
been looking at South
African Music and today
we performed to the song
‘Shosholoza’. We focused
on staying in time with the
beat and gave feedback
to one and other. We also
included some of our own
body percussion and
dance moves to go with
the music. The final
performance sounded
amazing!

In the lead-up to Easter, we wrote a poem as a class and created choreographed actions to go
alongside this. Here are the poems that each came up with. What do you think?

St John Class

St Mary Class

40 days of temptation during lent,

Christ the lord has risen today,

A time to remember when Jesus was sent,

The angels have moved the stone away.

The moment when Christ gave his life,
All for the sake of sacrifice,
Easter is when we remember our saviour,
His brave and hero-like behaviour,
We show our thanks by giving praise,

And following his example in all ways.
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Hosanna, Hosanna,
We rejoice and sing,
For our lord and saviour has returned again.
Jesus, he is back,
Jesus, he is near,
Jesus, has come back for us,

And today we remember Jesus is here.
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Year 6
In St. Mother Teresa, the children have thoroughly enjoyed coming back to school and have
immersed themselves back into school life! They have enjoyed reading their class book ‘Skellig’
by David Almond, which has inspired their writing for the last few weeks and have enjoyed some
time in the wildlife & well-being garden together.

St Joseph’s Day
To celebrate St. Joseph’s day, Year 6
recreated a Sicilian St. Joseph’s prayer
table. The effect of the table design is
meant to be dignified, solemn, yet
festive, grand and inspiring. Some of
the children baked breads into
symbolic shapes and brought in
flowers, candles and holy cards. They
also brought in pineapples
symbolising hospitality; lemons and
limes and other fruit.
Wider curriculum
As part of the wider curriculum, St.
Mother Teresa have enjoyed learning
about evolution & inheritance in
Science. This week they brought in
photos of their families and looked for
the similar characteristics they have
inherited from their parents. They have
also
investigated the
effects
of
urbanisation in Brazil and looked for the
advantages and disadvantages of living
in urban and rural environments as part
of their Geography lessons. Year 6 have
also been busy designing waistcoats for
a specific target audience in DT and
have enjoyed appraising film music as
part of Music lessons.

We are all glad to be back together and ready to enjoy our final term at St. Alban’s before we
head off to secondary school!
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School travel survey for parents
The Safer Travel Team at Surrey County Council have invited parents to complete a school
travel survey: https://www.surreysays.co.uk/iai/41377978.
The survey closes at midnight on Friday 16th April, but the team are keen to hear from as
many parents as possible before then please. This is an important piece of research to gain
an understanding of types of travel and frequency of travel, but more importantly, where
Surrey prioritise their efforts and to improve children’s journeys to school, making them more
active and sustainable for the future.
Thank you in advance for your feedback.

St Alban’s safeguarding team
A reminder of our key SLT, SEN and DSL members.
Senior Leadership Team
Mr M Brannigan
Mrs C Martin
Miss C Clarke
Mrs A Mettrick
Miss E Daly

Headteacher
Acting Deputy Headteacher
Assistant Headteacher
SLT
SLT

SEN Team
Mrs C Martin
Miss S Alston

SENCO
SEN Consultant

Safeguarding Team
Miss C Clarke
Mrs C Martin
Mrs A Mettrick
Mr M Brannigan

Designated DSL Lead
DSL
DSL
DSL

If you ever have any safeguarding concerns, please make an appointment with one of the DSL
team, to discuss this dsl@stalbans.surrey.sch.uk.
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