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School Newsletter
May 2021
End of Summer Term 1
As we approach the end of the first Summer term, I have some great news for you! St Alban’s has
been named as a national “Best Practice Partner School” in the 2021 Parliamentary Review. This is
a great honour and we should all be very proud of this once in a lifetime achievement. Well done
to all the children, staff and parents. I will be sharing the article with you after half-term.
This last year has been has been extremely challenging for the school both in terms of adapting
to new ways of working and not being able to run activities which raise additional funds for the
school. We want to keep driving improvements in our facilities and have been working on two
projects which we hope will provide a fantastic school environment for our children.
The first project which we announced earlier this term is the St Alban’s Running Track. This will be
a 200m track which will allow us to keep running all year round! Thank you for all your donations
so far we are very close to delivering this project! See how successful the fundraising has been
on page X of this newsletter.
The second project which we are launching is a
SolarDome. This is a unique outdoor learning
environment which will be linked to our wildlife
area.
This will be a breakout space for classrooms to
use to as a creative learning environment and
also support our growing environmental
curriculum.

With your support we can deliver these projects in the near future. There are many ways to
support the school including:
• Making a monthly donation to the school development fund
• Making one-off donations via SCOPAY
• Supporting FoSA with their fundraising initiatives
We will keep you updated on the progress we make, thank you for your continued support.
Finally, I would like to congratulate everyone for the amazing variety of work displayed in this
month’s newsletter.
Wishing you all a very happy, relaxing half term.
Mr Brannigan
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Growing sunflowers
This term, Mrs Brownlie has been working with Eoin Crosswell (Year 6) to grow sunflowers for
the prayer garden. Eoin decided to bring in some seeds and soil and has been diligently
looking after the sunflowers throughout the term. He also decided to conduct a Science
experiment about how seeds respond to different environments. This is what he had to say:

“Instead of putting all the seeds in pots, we put them in jars of water. We wanted to
see if sunflowers grow faster in water or if they grow better in soil.”

We look forward to seeing the sunflowers in the sunshine!
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NSPCC’s Number Day
On Friday 7th May, all the children across the school
celebrated the NSPCC's Number Day.
Number Day was all about celebrating a love of
maths. Children across the school enjoyed a range
of different maths activities on the day including
fraction races, puzzle solving, calculating the
trajectory of rockets and being shape detectives
just to name a few!
Children and staff across the school
enjoyed 'Dressing up for digits' as part of our
celebration too.
Thanks to everyone's efforts we have raised over
£600. All of the money we raised will go directly to
the NSPCC and make an enormous difference to
the children who need it most.

Beauchamp Road, East Molesey, Surrey KT8 2PG

T: 020 8979 5893

E: admin@stalbans.surrey.sch.uk

St. Alban’s is an Outstanding Catholic School

4

Summer Term 1: highlights by school year
Reception year
This term we are focusing on minibeasts. Each week we have been looking at a new minibeast
which the children have loved and been so inspired by. They have really enjoyed fact finding and
have been very interested in the results of many minibeast experiments such as why a spider
doesn’t stick to its web and how far we can jump in relation to how far a grasshopper can jump!
It has been wonderful to see the children’s excitement and engagement with our terms topic so far.
In maths we have been focusing on numbers to 20 and how these numbers are made up. We have
been practicing number sentences to explain how teen numbers are made up, e.g. 13 is made up of
one full ten and three ones. The children have used numicon, bead strings and ten frames to
explore how numbers are formed. We have also been practicing counting forwards and backwards
to twenty using number lines to support our learning.
Our minibeast learning has fed into our reading and writing as we have been reading and matching
facts about minibeasts. We have also been writing minibeast stories. Last week we read the story of
the ant and the grasshopper and we wrote a letter to the ants pretending to be the grasshopper.
The children have enjoyed using their phonic knowledge to write sentences and stories about
minibeasts.
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Year 1
Year 1 have had a brilliant half-term. We have been learning about different explorers and have
used this theme across our lessons. In Art we have been looking at the artist Ron Miller who
creates space pictures. We explored his work for inspiration and used smudging and shading
techniques to create some master pieces!

In History we have learned about some great explorers; Ibn Batutta, Christopher Columbus, Neil
Armstrong and Captain Scott. In one of our lessons we talked about Captain Scott’s voyage to
the South Pole and formed a conscience alley. Some children argued for going to the South
Pole whilst others argued against.

In Science we have been looking at plants. We went outside to see what different plants and
flowers we could find. We also looked at different types of trees and how they can be sorted into
evergreen and deciduous trees.
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Year 2
This term in year two, we have been looking at all kinds of sculpture as a topic in our Art lessons.
We have found out about the range of materials that artists use, and have learned the
difference between abstract and realistic approaches. The children have looked at a range of
sculpture, from sculptures of National significance such as the Angel of the North, to the
temporary nature installations of artist James Brunt. The children have made their own
sculptures indoors and outdoors, including some stunning creations in the wildlife garden! To
finish the topic they will make a clay model to their own design specification.
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Year 3
Year 3 have had an amazing first half of the Summer term, filled with many events.
Royal Parks Workshop
The children thoroughly enjoyed the Royal Parks Grow your own classroom. The children looked
at the lifecycle of a plant and how the plants should be looked after. We focused on the
germination and the features of a plant. The children were given various types of seeds to grow
in our classroom. These vary from nasturnum to lettuce leaves, pea shoots and cress.
Music: Carmen Opera
This term, the children have been exploring Operatic Music. In particular, we are exploring and
preparing a performance of Carmen the Opera. The children have been looking at various
scenes in the plot and have become familiar with our main characters. We look forward to
continuing this preparation next term.
Maths: Number Day
For Number day, the children played a game of fraction frenzy! It was amazing to see the
children work in teams to work out the fraction questions and get their answer into the hula
hoop. It was delightful to see the children engage in this activity.
Art: Design skills
This half term we have been focusing on the work of Carl Giles. We looked in depth at his style
of art and how he created his cartoon artwork. The children then used these techniques and
created their own cartoon which is based on 'Mother's day' by Carl Giles.
The children have also followed instructions and created puppets that resemble characters
from a story using felt, polystyrene and wood dowlings.
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Year 4
During the summer term Year 4 have been
hard at work covering a broad range of
topics.
In English we have been reading the novel
Krindlekrax by Phillip Ridley. This story
follows the tale of Ruskin, an unlikely hero.
The children have enjoyed writing
persuasive letters in role as Ruskin and
writing recounts in role as his nemesis, Elvis.
We have also written newspaper reports
and formal letters based on the fantastic
short video, The Windmill Farmer. We used
drama to freeze-frame the key parts of the
story.
In Maths, the children have continued their learning about decimals, growing in confidence with
this brand new topic. They have also been learning to apply their knowledge of decimals in the
context of money and problem solving related to money and other measures.
In Art the children have been learning to be sculptors inspired by the work of Andrew Goldsworthy
and created wonderful art from nature. Also, they have been inspired by Giacometti to create
figures in tin foil and clay.
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Our Science learning has been based on the topic of electricity. We have learnt how to create
circuits and how to make bulbs brighter and dimmer by altering components in the circuit. We
have also had the opportunity to think about how switches work and to design our own
switches to turn a lightbulb on and off.

In our computing lessons the children have been learning how to program a ‘Micro:bit’ to make
it show shapes such as a heart.
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Year 5
Science
During the lesson, we made parachutes to explore how air resistance works. The children had to
conduct their own experiment by making different size parachutes to explore if having a larger
surface area made the parachute reach the ground slower or faster. They wrote up their results in
a table and had some great discussions about how we can keep it a fair test.

In support of the NSPCC, we participated in the Number Day and made robots that independently
projected a piece of paper as far as possible. These robots were made of recycled materials and
we used our knowledge of measurement to identify which team’s robot was the most successful.

Beauchamp Road, East Molesey, Surrey KT8 2PG

T: 020 8979 5893

E: admin@stalbans.surrey.sch.uk

St. Alban’s is an Outstanding Catholic School

11

Year 6
This is the last term for our Year 6’s and their
time at St. Alban’s is coming to an end.
However, they have been working incredibly
hard and creating special memories together.
This half term, we have been studying the
Ancient Kingdom of Benin in History. The
children looked at different artefacts from the
British museum online and had the
opportunity to appreciate the different forms
of intricate bronze work.

Take a look at Callum, Jack & George’s
compositions (right).

As part of our Art lessons, we have been looking at Still Life. The children had to arrange a
selection of objects and were able to justify not only their object selection but also its positioning.
They were given the following success criteria:
• The objects must all be seen.
• The objects must all overlap slightly, making them appear as one body.
• No single object must entirely dominate the composition
The children used their knowledge of shading from Year 5 to create effect. They also used
charcoal to shade in darker areas in the composition, looking for where the shadows fall and add
in more charcoal, smudging to make it darker.
Take a look at our virtual gallery on the following page!
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Sports news
Netball
The Y6 netball team have been busy practicing for the netball tournament at Thames Ditton
Junior School on Thursday 27th May. We would like to congratulate: Lucy, Milena, Cynthia,
Evangeline, Eliza, George, William D and Callum for their participation and sportsmanship.
Football
Year 5 and Year 6 pupils will be participating in a football tournament with Mr Evans & Mr Weeks
on the following dates next term:
Boys:
Girls:

Wednesday 23rd June
Wednesday 16th June

Hockey
This half term, Surbiton Hockey club (SHC) have been coaching our Year 3, 4 and 5 pupils. The
sessions have been invaluable and the children have really enjoyed using the England Hockey
equipment and learning from a professional player. Here’s what the children had to say:

“I like that we can explore different things about Hockey and the teachers are very fun”!

Noah Year 3

“I like Hockey because we play lots of fun games but at the same time we learn lots of skills”.
“I love learning new tricks that I haven’t learnt before”.

Issy Year 4

Emilia Year 5

We are excited to announce that SHC will be holding after school club sessions at St. Alban’s after
half term for KS2. The club have also invited us to participate in their Hockey festival in June 2021.
More details to be released after half term.
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Cricket
Year 5 and Year 6 pupils will be participating in a Cricket tournament at Claygate Cricket club on
the following dates next term:
• Y6 Boys:
• Y5&6 Girls:
• Y5 Boys:

Monday 7th June
Wednesday 9th June
Friday 11th June

The children have been practicing this half term with Mr Weeks in their PE lessons.
Skip 2 be fit!
This half term, the children have been enjoying skipping activities on the field every Friday
lunchtime. This half term, every child in the school has participated in a skipping workshop with
Miss Daly, where the children have learnt to:
• Skip individually (forwards & backwards)
• Skip with a partner
• Use the long skipping ropes and jump into a moving rope and also jumping in time with others.
Some children have even mastered double Dutch, where there are two long ropes turning
simultaneously in different directions!
Skipping is a really important part of developing children’s agility, coordination and fitness. i.e.
professional boxers such as Anthony Joshua regularly skip as part of their training. We hope that
the children have enjoyed skipping together and now feel confident to skip more regularly.
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St Alban’s sports day 2021
A reminder that sports day will run differently this year. We will be holding sports afternoons for
each year group bubble. Please see the provisional dates and times below which are
dependent upon a multitude of factors i.e. restrictions being lifted by the government and/or
whether a bubble is required to isolate. The following arrangements are subject to change at
very short notice:

All sports afternoons will finish by 2.15pm.
The children will wear their PE kit and the scores will be collated throughout the sports
afternoons. Mr Brannigan will virtually announce the winners of the house cup on Thursday 1st
July!
In order to safely manage the number of adults on school site, 2 tickets per child are granted.
Parents will be able to collect other siblings early on their child's sports day. You must fill out the
Google form previously sent, which we will use to register adult attendance. Please state which
siblings will be collected early on the selected sports day.
Families will be invited to sit socially distanced on the field for the duration of the afternoon. It is
really important that all adults on site do stay seated in the designated parent area. Due to the
current circumstances, picnics will not be allowed on school site. It is therefore encouraged that
on the day of your child's sports afternoon, they can have a picnic at home afterwards. Adults
will be asked to wear masks/face coverings when walking around the school premises outside.
Access to the toilets for adults will be via the studio and will be clearly signposted.
We completely understand that parents have lots of commitments and may not be able to
attend. Do not worry! We will be sending out a memento for parents who are unable to attend.
We are hoping for good weather, but unfortunately, if we have to reschedule owing to rain, any
rescheduled events will take place without parents.
We are very much looking forward to this event and feel that this is the best way to allow all our
pupils to enjoy an energetic, entertaining and safe sports day together.
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Fundraising for St Alban’s running track
Recently, you will have received this poster, detailing our hopes to install a fantastic new allweather running track on the playing field. If you are able to donate, please visit our fundraising
option on SCOPAY.
Alternatively one of our very generous parents at the school owns a flooring company and is offering parents
the chance to buy carpet at a 50-60% discount with the money raised donated to the school for the running
track. This is a fantastic offer!
If you are interested, please call Aaron Mills on 020 8783 9123. The carpet will be sold on a first come first
serve basis and will be supply only. You will need to find a local independent carpet fitter.

The ‘running’ total currently stands at £2,636.5.
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Messages from the school office
Attendance
Request for Leave of Absence during term time
We expect that parents/carers will book their family holidays within the school holiday dates. If
a holiday is taken without prior authorisation of the school, it will be recorded as an
unauthorised absence and the Education Welfare Service will be informed. A penalty notice
may be issued to the parents/carers. The issuing of a penalty notice for unauthorised leave of
absence may be considered appropriate in the following circumstances: Unauthorised leave of
absence in term time (5-10 sessions or more within a 3 month period) taken without the
authorisation of the school. This need not be consecutive. Please see our Attendance Policy on
the school website for more information. If exceptional circumstances arise and a family needs
to request ‘leave of absence’ in term time then an ‘Application for Leave of absence for
exceptional circumstances’ must be completed (at least 2 weeks’ notice should be given). This
form can be obtained from the school website or school office.
Explaining absence
Please note that Mrs Byrne (Attendance Officer) will now only be chasing Parents/Carers for a
maximum of 1 week following an unexplained absence, after which time it will be put down as an
unauthorised absence for your child. Please can you ensure that you email the office
(admin@stalbans.surrey.sch.uk) the reason for your child's absence as soon as possible to
avoid you being contacted by the school office to explain their absence.

Pre-ordering school lunches
Please visit SCOPAY to pre-order your child’s lunches for after half term. Please order for the
whole of the 2nd summer term (up until the summer holidays). Details of the school meals and
menus are available on the School Information section of our website.

Labelling school uniform
A reminder to please label all school uniform and items clearly with your child’s details.
Unfortunately, we are unable to return lost property to owners without this information.
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Upcoming events
Parenting Puzzle course (Autumn term 2021)
Please see attached poster providing details of the upcoming Parenting Puzzle course for
parents and carers living in Elmbridge.

Transition webinar for Year 6 parents (16th June 2021)
The charity behind the Smart Moves transition programme, would like to offer all Year 6 parents
a free webinar, to support transition. The webinar will cover:
• Introduction to resilience
• The brain when facing adversity
• Growth mindset
• Issues for transition (e.g. friendships, organisation, problem-solving, identifying strengths)
• What parents can do to help
• Q&A
The webinar will take place 7-8pm on Wednesday 16th June 2021 via Teams link which we will
send out to Year 6 parents, once received.

Key staff teams
A reminder of our key SLT, SEN and DSL members.
Senior Leadership Team
Mr M Brannigan
Mrs C Martin
Miss C Clarke
Mrs A Mettrick
Miss E Daly

Headteacher
Acting Deputy Headteacher
Assistant Headteacher
SLT
SLT

Safeguarding Team
Miss C Clarke
Mrs C Martin
Mrs A Mettrick
Mr M Brannigan

Designated DSL Lead
DSL
DSL
DSL
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SEN Team
Mrs C Martin
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