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End of the Autumn term 2021

The Autumn term is drawing to a close and I'm writing to thank you for all your support this year. 
Despite the challenges of the pandemic, the children at St. Alban's have continued to work 
enthusiastically and 'Lead the Way' in everything that they do. I'm immensely proud of all their 
achievements.

Our Ofsted report will be finalised in January. St. Alban's was named as one of the top 100 schools 
in England according to The Sunday Times (5.12.2021). In addition, we were selected to be a 'Best 
Practice National Partner School' in The Parliamentary Review 2021 because of our long track 
record of outstanding results and because we have a rich, vibrant curriculum.

Please can I share a quick reminder that the deadline for Reception 2022 applications is fast 
approaching on 15th January 2022.  We strongly encourage everyone wishing to apply to do so 
before the Christmas break, so this is complete before the new year.  Full details are provided 
later in the newsletter.

Well done to the children for all their wonderful Christmas performances, we are so proud of you.

Wishing all of our families a wonderful Christmas break with lots of time for family fun, food and 
festivities.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the staff who make this school such a 
marvellous place to learn and work.

Merry Christmas.

Mr Brannigan

School Newsletter
December 2021
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Christmas box appeal
Well done to everybody who donated a Christmas box - your kindness and generosity was truly 
appreciated and it was just another example of what a wonderful school community we are. This 
year, we beat our school record and received over 180 boxes! Well done to the Mini Vinnies for 
promoting this event and ensuring that we think about others this Christmas.

Samaritan's Purse charity were very grateful for the donations and informed the school that 
majority of the boxes would end up in Liberia this Christmas.
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Advent wreaths
Thank you to all the families who uploaded images of their Advent wreaths. It was lovely to see 
the Christmas cheer spreading across the school! There is still time to upload your wreaths 
using the link below: https://padlet.com/teacher_motherteresa/3onp8jacadeqluxe

Christmas jumper day
On Tuesday 7th December, School Parliament organised a Christmas Jumper Day in aid of 'Save 
the Children.' It was very successful and so far we have raised £264- a fantastic amount!

https://padlet.com/teacher_motherteresa/3onp8jacadeqluxe
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Student stories

Counting Walruses
We are proud to share that brothers Zac from Year 4 and Sebastian from Year 2 have been 
volunteering in a scientific project to count Walruses, with the local Scouts.  The boys have been 
searching through satellite images to see how many of the tusked animals they could see.  
Scientists need improved population data,  to asses how the species will be affected by climate 
change.

A photo of them was featured on the main BBC article and Zac was interviewed by BBC breakfast 
which was broadcast in October.  Please see below a link to the BBC article and you tube clip, 
featuring Zac and Sebastian, as well as a link to the Newsround website covering this story.

BBC news article
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-58901410

BBC Breakfast clip
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OBFXN_wb-_U

Newsround article
https://www.google.co.uk/amp/s/www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/58899361.amp

Visiting COP26
We are also pleased to share the wonderful experience of Cristian in Year 4, who recently visited 
COP26.  Cristian had the opportunity to perform with the “We are the Voice” environmental choir, 
appear live on Italian news, explore the exhibitions, learn more about environmental issues and 
even meet the President of COP26, Alok Sharma. 
What an incredible experience!
Thank you for sharing Cristian.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-58901410
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OBFXN_wb-_U
https://www.google.co.uk/amp/s/www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/58899361.amp
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Autumn term 2 highlights

Reception year
Reception have had a brilliant start to this half term. Our topic has been Fairy Tales and we have 
been studying traditional tales and having lots of fun with them. We have made story maps, 
puppet shows and built bridges for the Billy Goats gruff. We have also had firefighters come to 
visit with their fire engine. We all got to sit in the truck, spray the hose and try on some firefighter 
costumes.



St. Alban’s is an Outstanding Catholic School

Beauchamp Road, East Molesey, Surrey KT8 2PG     T: 020 8979 5893     E: admin@stalbans.surrey.sch.uk

6

In our maths learning we have been looking at part-whole models and numbers up to 5. We 
have enjoyed playing different dice games and problem solving.
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Year 1
This half term, Year 1 have participated in Engineering Week where we have been learning about 
Coco Chanel. We became fashion designers and designed and made our own item of clothing. 
We enjoyed having a fashion show with both classes.

We are also designing and making our own school banners in D&T and are learning new skills.
We have enjoyed spending as much time outside as possible this year. We have made use of 
our Secret Garden for story time, and for spotting seasonal change, as well as using it when we 
became “sense detectives”.
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Year 2
On Thursday 18th November, Year 2 visited St Barnabas Church to see first-hand what we have 
been learning about so far in R.E…. Baptism. We loved hearing all the fantastic things Father 
Richard had to tell us and he even got us up and singing together.

Over the last month, we have been learning all about the Great Fire of London and even had a 
workshop with the National Archives where we looked at how we can use historical sources to 
help us learn more about the past.

In Maths we have started to focus on subtraction and using different methods to solve our 
mathematical problems.

We have also been exploring materials in Science, looking closely at their properties and 
running our own experiments to test malleability and absorbency.
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Year 3
This term year 3 have been keen to investigate and explore 
magnetism and the other forces around us. We have used 
compasses to give us directions and looked at how the Earth is like 
a giant magnet. The children loved experimenting with materials 
and seeing if the magnet would attract the paperclip.

We have also created our own race cars and enabled them to 
move using magnets.

In Geography, we have been 
learning about Settlements and the 
different types. We even created our 
own actions! The children have 
really enjoyed using the atlases to 
gather information and finding 
different counties in the UK.
We are looking forward to seeing 
how many counties they remember 
in the next few weeks!

In English, we have looked at the 
book 'The Promise' by Nicola Davies. 
Through the book the children used 
inference skills to explore how the 
characters were feeling and why. 
The children also used emotive and 
descriptive language to create a 
diary entry from their chosen 
character.

In DT we have been practicing our 
sewing skills! We all had a go at 
threading our own needles and 
then looked at 2 types of stitches, 
running stitch and cross stitch. We 
will use these stitches to create and 
decorate our winter mittens.
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We have also been learning about the ecosystem in our school grounds, observing the different 
species live in their habitat. The children discussed how we could group the various creatures 
according to their physical characteristics. We also talked about where each creature might be 
within its food chain and can’t wait to tell you what we found!

Year 4
As part of October’s focus on 
Black History, Year 4 have been 
learning all about the first black 
settlers in Britain, who arrived 
from Africa in the 3rd Century. 
These soldiers served under 
Emperor Septimius Severus as 
part of the Roman Army and 
were tasked with protecting 
Hadrian’s Wall. Make sure you 
ask us why we find it so 
important to celebrate diversity 
throughout history!
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As part of our DT learning this term, the children have been practising different stitches to sew a 
Christmas stocking. They have been working with cross stitch and running stitch and have made 
some amazing designs. The children have shown patience, resilience and dedication during this 
project as sewing can be a hard skill to master!

All of the Year 4 Team are incredibly proud of how hard the children have worked to prepare for 
their Christmas carol concerts. They have worked to learn their lines confidently and sing a wide 
range of carols beautifully. Well done Year 4.
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Year 5
In History, we have been finding out lots of interesting facts about Ancient Civilisations. This 
week we were looking at the Ancient Sumerians and the early forms of writing. Ancient 
Sumerians used reeds and clay tablets to write on. In class we tried out their technique, writing 
our names in cuneiform just like they did.

To celebrate Remembrance Day, we looked at extracts from Molesey during the war and 
created a page explaining what life was like during those times. We also created some beautiful 
poppy art to remember those who had died during the war.
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In English, we have been loving our class reader ‘Wonder’. This half term the children have 
produced some excellent writing on the characters, including a fantastic diary entry from the 
perspective of August.
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Year 6
Year 6 kicked off their Ancient Greek History topic with a visit from the Chertsey Museum. They got 
to try on clothes that would have been traditional during the time period, as well as see (but not 
touch!) a real Greek pot that was discovered many years ago. The children also studied Greek 
coins, learnt from the stories drawn onto ceramics and used a wax tablet to practise the Greek 
alphabet. Year 6 were fascinated when learning about how many of our traditional practises 
originated from the Ancient Greeks… democracy, the Olympic games and theatre to name a few!
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This term, in DT Year 6 have been making automata toys. Using woodworking materials and skills, 
Y6 constructed a window display using an automata mechanism. This involved measuring and 
cutting their materials, assembling the frame, choosing cams, designing the characters that sit 
on the followers and also finishing with a foreground and background. Have a look at some of 
their creations!
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Black History Month
This year the theme for our annual Black History 
Month whole-school focus was the work of historian 
David Olusoga. David has written "Black and British", a 
book charting Black history in Britain from Roman 
times onwards. Each year group in KS2 looked at one 
period of history, using extracts from the BBC TV 
series which accompanied the book, while KS1 looked 
at a local example of Black history, in the life of local 
resident Cesar Picton.

As a school we also participated in the annual "Wear 
Red" day organised by anti-racism education charity 
"Show Racism the Red Card", and the children loved 
welcoming our special visitor, Team GB hockey 
player Darcey Bourne. Darcey talked to children 
across the school about her hockey career, as well 
as her role in speaking out on issues of social justice.  
We would like to thank everyone for your donations, 
which raised £322!
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A letter to
Darcy Borne 
from Annabel Reis
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School Parliament 

After speaking to the classes, School Parliament realised that that Reception and KS1 would like 
and enjoy some extra playground equipment. They have provided them with a new equipment 
box per year group, containing lots of fantastic equipment. It's been very well received by all of 
the children!

The School Parliament have also set up a lunchtime reading club in the Library. Once per week, 
each year group has the opportunity to go to the Library and read texts of their own choosing. 
School Parliament members work alongside our Y5 and 6 Reading Council members to read to 
the Reception and KS1 children. It is a lovely, relaxing time which has been enjoyed by all of the 
children who have visited.

Go Green
On Friday 12th December, all of 
the pupils and staff at the 
school ran an all-day 
fundraiser to raise money for 
CAFOD’s Go Green Challenge. 
The children took it in turns to 
run, jog or walk around the 
track for 20 minutes with their 
class. It was really great to see 
everyone lace up their trainers 
and get involved with such big 
smiles on their faces.

We managed to raise a 
massive £1,366 for CAFOD! 
Thank you for all of your 
support. The Green Team will 
be working with their classes to 
work out how we would like to 
use the money we have raised 
over the next few weeks. 
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Information from the school office

Updates to our website and social media
We have recently made some changes to our website to provide additional resources and 
improve communication.

We have added 'Our Catholic Life' section which includes weekly prayers that support family 
prayer and worship. We encourage our families to utilise these resources and share these with 
the children.

We have added a new 'parent calendar' to the school website (St Albans Catholic Primary 
School - Calendar), with upcoming events shown on the home page. The calendar will have 
details of all the different curriculum activities happening in the school.

We have also been adding curriculum events and updates to the school Twitter 
account: @stalbanscathol1

Please feel free to follow this account and see some of the wonderful examples of work from 
across the school. Only pupils who have been granted permission will be added to the Twitter 
account.

Parking and road safety
As per the communications sent to all parents, we would like to remind and encourage all 
parents to park safely and considerately.  

From our recent road safety survey, the two key issues highlighted were:
• Inconsiderate parking
• Congestion

These issues are due to the actions of individuals. You can make a difference to the safety of 
our school community by:

• Always looking for a safe place to park – Beauchamp road is very long with lots of parking 
available a short walk from the school gates

• Never stop in the middle of the road to let your children out
• Never let your children exit the car straight onto the road
• Never park on the zig-zag lines
• Drive well within the speed limit and be extra vigilant when approaching the school
• If you live close enough to walk then please do – walking is a great way to start the day with 

fantastic health and well-being benefits

Please always bear in mind that by not parking safety the consequences of your action can be 
life changing.

Please support the school in this very important matter.

https://www.stalbans.surrey.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
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Reception 2022 admissions
A reminder that we are currently welcoming applications for Reception 2022.

This is a two-part application process:

1. Online application made via Surrey County Council (SCC). Surrey strongly encourage online 
applications via https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/eAdmissions/app. Parents can apply online 
from a smartphone or tablet as well as a laptop. If you are unable to apply online, you will 
need to request a paper application form via the Surrey Schools & Childcare Service (0300 
200 1004, Mon-Fri 9am-5pm). The completed paper application form must be received by 
Admissions (to our Quadrant Court address) by 15 January, so parents must allow time for the 
post to reach us. If parents need to apply on paper, we recommend that they send 
applications by recorded post.

• Full information is available on Surrey's website at www.surreycc.gov.uk/primaryadmissions. 
The Surrey Schools & Childcare Service can also provide impartial help in completing an 
application.  Applications received after the closing date without an exceptional reason will 
be treated as late and will not be considered until all on time applications have been 
processed. This may jeopardise the chance of a parent being offered one of their preferred 
schools for their child.

2. The Supplementary Information Form (SIF) for 2022-23 (available to download from our 
website) must be completed and returned to the school, together with any supporting 
documentation e.g. baptism certificate etc. Please note that all documents relating to the SIF 
should be given to us at the same time.

Please can we ask that you scan and return your completed paperwork to us 
at admin@stalbans.surrey.sch.uk.  If this is not possible, you can hand deliver your completed 
paperwork to the post box outside the school gate (not to the school office).  Or you can send 
it to us through the post.

Once processed, we will confirm receipt of your application.

The deadline for applications (both parts) is STRICTLY 15th January 2022.

SCC make offers via email/online/letter on 19th April 2022.

Places must be accepted or declined by 4th May 2022, at the latest, but we do ask that if you 
wish your child to attend St Alban’s school, you accept your place immediately.

https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/eAdmissions/app
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/primaryadmissions
mailto:admin@stalbans.surrey.sch.uk
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Key staff teams

For our new parents, we would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to our key SLT, SEN 
and DSL members.

Senior Leadership Team
Mr M Brannigan Headteacher
Mrs C Martin Acting Deputy Headteacher
Miss C Clarke Assistant Headteacher
Miss E Daly Assistant Headteacher
Mrs A Mettrick SLT

SEN Team
Mrs C Martin SENCO
Miss S Alston SEN Consultant

Safeguarding Team
Miss C Clarke Designated DSL Lead
Mrs C Martin DSL
Mrs A Mettrick DSL 
Mr M Brannigan DSL

For any confidential matters, please email the DSL team at:
dsl@stalbans.surrey.sch.uk

mailto:dsl@stalbans.surrey.sch.uk

